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Welcome to your Taster Day at John Port Spencer Academy 

We are delighted to welcome you to our Sixth Form Taster Day, and we hope you enjoy experiencing what 

it’s like to be a sixth former at John Port Spencer Academy. 

We are extremely proud of our sixth form and are excited to welcome both our current Year 11 students 

and those visiting us from other schools. Sixth form is an important step in your academic journey, where 

you will begin to focus on a more tailored selection of subjects that align with your interests and 

aspirations. This is a time for personal growth, intellectual exploration, and developing the skills you’ll need 

for university, apprenticeships, or the world of work. We want you to thrive here—academically, 

personally, and socially—and to take ownership of your future. Above all, we want you to be happy and 

confident. We hope today’s taster sessions will help ease any nerves and give you a clear sense of what life 

in our sixth form is like. During the day, you’ll also learn more about our Student Leadership Team and the 

charity work that is an important part of our sixth form community. Welcome—and enjoy your day! 

Year 12 taster session sixth form tutors  
You will be assigned a form tutor who will stay with you throughout both Year 12 and Year 13. Your form 
tutor will get to know you well and will be responsible for writing your UCAS reference when the time comes. 
They are your first point of contact and will play a key role in monitoring your academic progress and 
behaviour. You will see your form tutor each school day during registration, from 08:35am to 08:55am. This 
time will be used to take attendance, collect any absence notes, share important notices, and help you 
prepare for the day ahead. Occasionally, your form tutor will use this time to speak with you individually 
about how you’re getting on in school 
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Welcome to John Port Spencer Academy Sixth Form 

At John Port Spencer Academy, our Sixth Form is a vibrant and ambitious community where 

students are supported and challenged to achieve academic excellence and grow as 

confident, caring and kind individuals. 

We are proud of our strong academic outcomes, high expectations, and inclusive 

environment where every student is known, valued, and empowered to achieve progress and 

success. As a Sixth Form student, you will have access to a wide range of enrichment 

opportunities, expert teaching, and tailored guidance to help you shape your future. 

Whether your next step is university, an apprenticeship, or the world of work, our 

commitment is to help you reach your full potential. We expect you to bring ambition, 

independence, and a readiness to embrace all the opportunities on offer. 

We look forward to working with you as you take these important steps toward your future. 

 

Mrs C Smitton 
 Assistant Principal  

 

Mrs Vann 
Vice Principal 

 

Mr L Shepherd 
Vice Principal, DSL 

 

Mrs H Warsop 
Assistant Principal 

 

 
 

Mr A Stephenson 
Assistant Principal

 

Mrs A Swift 
 Assistant Principal  

 

 

Miss L O’Leary 
Principal 

 

Mrs M Walker-
Endsor 

Finance & Operations 
Manager 

 



   

 

John Port Spencer Academy Site 

The academy is on a large site and each faculty area is based in different buildings. If you are a new student 

to John Port, please don’t worry there is a map on page 9 of this booklet for you to use and our student 

ambassadors will be on hand to make sure you find your way.  

Faculty Areas: 

Sixth Form Centre/G Block – off the main drive in, front of the lake is the Post 16 Building. 

Exam Centre – the big building on the main drive, this is where students take their exams, or it is used for 

assemblies and events. 

Ashbourne Building – located at the front of the school, this building is where you will find the maths 

faculty, A Hall dining area and Student Services. 

Chatsworth Building – located off the main drive, this is where you find the English faculty, Miss O’Leary’s 

office and Chatsworth Hall where there are dining facilities and the stage where assemblies and 

performances take place.  

Jubilee Building – located near the lake, this building is where you will find Student Support and Referral. 

Bakewell Building – the tall tower block building near the lake, this includes the library, ICT and Modern 

Foreign Languages. 

Edale Building – this is the newer building near the lake, this is the Year 7 base area and where you will 

find History, Geography, Art, PRE, Maths and Social Sciences. First aid and Safeguarding are also based in 

this building. 

Hathersage Building – the newer building near the turning circle, this is where you will find Art, Drama and 

Music. 

Flamstead Building – located behind Chatsworth building and off the main drive, this is where you will find 

the Science faculty. 

Derwent Building – at the lower end of the school are two buildings Old Derwent and New Derwent where 

you will find the Technology Faculty and Health & Social Care. 

Leisure Centre – at the back of the academy near the Astroturf area you will find the Leisure Centre, 

swimming pool, gym and changing rooms. The PE Faculty are based here. 

Structure of the Day 

In September you will have 5 one-hour long sessions a day. You will have a timetable to follow, and it will 

be the same each week. Your timetable will include Independent Study Periods (ISPs). You will have a 15-

minute break time in the morning and a 30-minute lunch break. The Sixth form block is open until 4pm 

every evening if you would like to use the facilities to study.  

Year 12 students are required to be on site full time; study space is available in the Post 16 Building.  



   

 

Registration is a compulsory part of sixth form study and the attendance policy is followed in line with the 

rest of the school. Students will be required to attend an after-school detention for lateness / non-

attendance to lessons. 

Careers Information, Advice & Guidance 

At John Port Spencer Academy sixth form we recognise that impartial careers guidance and advice is key to 
ensuring that all our students are fully informed of the range of career opportunities and pathways 
available. Students are encouraged and supported to maximise the options available, and most 
importantly, are empowered to make career decisions which enable independent management of career 
decision-making successfully and confidently.  

Students continue to use Unifrog in the sixth form and you will be encouraged to actively engage in the 
platform to aid your research and decision-making process for either University, Apprenticeships or the 
world of work. You will also be expected to organise a week of work experience in the summer term. 
Unifrog is used for logging the placement and communication with the employer. 

Careers Programme 

To allow the successful delivery of a comprehensive careers programme, students are provided with 
individualised personal career planning and advice. Unifrog, an online platform, allows students to 
research, collate and store information about specific career pathways which interest them. Furthermore, 
they are able to build a portfolio of professional documents including a personal statement and a CV and 
maintain an up-to-date record of all academic and extracurricular achievements: resources which will 
assist students with both university and job applications.  

Luminate Careers work with John Port Spencer sixth form and offer individual careers appointments for 
KS5 students. Students will also participate in a mandatory enrichment and wellbeing programme for one 
hour a week and this will include:  sport and emergency first aid, cooking for university life / independent 
living, financial planning, enterprise, and preparation for UCAS and apprenticeship applications. 

Work experience  

Work experience is a compulsory part of Key Stage 5 study, and a week is designated for this in the 
summer term; students must secure the work experience for themselves with the support of the sixth form 
team. We would advise you to secure a placement with an employer as soon as you can. Businesses can be 
booked up for work experience a year in advance. Medicine, Veterinary Science, Law and Architecture 
placements are examples of this.  

 

Paid Work  

Part time work gives you the opportunity to become independent and builds valuable communication and 

time management skills. It can however impact your studies if you commit to too many hours of paid work 

each week. We recommend no more than 12 hours of paid work each week to allow for appropriate study 

and free time.  

Student wellbeing is a priority, and an effective balance is key to a successful sixth form experience.  



   

 

Safeguarding and Wellbeing 

Your safeguarding and wellbeing is our priority. We work with the Safeguarding Team in the academy, and 

we have our own Pastoral Manager to provide support. Mr Shepherd is the academy’s DSL. 

Social Media 

Please follow the school Facebook and Twitter pages to keep up to date with news and events: 

     Facebook: https://m.facebook.com/JohnPortSpencer/?ref=bookmarks 
Dress Code 

The Sixth Form dress code is “formal business dress” for all students, by this we mean: 

• A two-piece trouser suit (i.e. matching jacket and trousers) with plain formal collared shirt and tie 

• Tailored trousers or knee length skirt and a matching jacket with formal blouse, or a business dress 

• A smart cardigan may be worn in addition to a jacket, not instead of. 

• Jewellery should not be excessive. One pair of small ear lobe studs only is permitted and can only 
be worn in ear lobes. Other facial or body piercing is not permitted at school, and students will be 
required to remove them if worn. 

• Hair should be a sensible style with no extremes of fashion. Any hair accessories should be in 
keeping with business wear. Hair that is dyed a bright colour is not acceptable. 

• Outdoor coats can be worn in transit to and from school and from one building to another but 
should be removed inside all buildings. 

 The following items are not permitted: 

• Denim or Leather jackets. 

• Hoodies or Sweatshirts. 

• Trainers, canvas shoes (e.g. Vans, Converse). 

• Stretchy or vest style tops or dresses. 

• Leggings or jeans. 

• Baggy jumpers/cardigans. 

• Shorts or short skirts / dresses. 

If a student is dressed inappropriately, we reserve the right to send the student home to change. 

Final decisions on any particular uniform issues are at the discretion of Miss O’Leary, Mrs Swift and Mrs 
Lowndes.  

https://m.facebook.com/JohnPortSpencer/?ref=bookmarks


   

 

Attendance 

If you have very high attendance (98-100%) you will always perform better than students who miss several 
days or weeks of lessons. 
If you are absent your parents/carers must email Sixthform@johnportportspencer.org.uk as soon as 
possible on each day that you are away.  
Please be aware that John Port Spencer Academy will not be authorising holidays or other days off in term 
time. All late students should report and sign in at Student Reception in Ashbourne Building upon arrival in 
school and likewise sign out and be collected from Student Reception upon leaving school. 
100% attendance to lessons is expected when in school and attendance is monitored closely. If your 

attendance falls below 90%, we do adopt a reporting system to encourage positive attendance.

School Meals and Catering 
 
We use a cashless catering system at John Port Spencer Academy. Every student has their own account. 
You need to put money on your account if you want to buy food from school. You can access ‘Lakeside’, 
the sixth form café during break and lunch times. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can check how much money you have on your account using the ParentMail app or the machines in 
Ashbourne before school, at break or at lunch. If you forget your dinner money and your account has no 
money, you must see Student Services (Ashbourne). If you are entitled to free school meals, your account 
will be credited automatically each day. The school has a daily limit on the amount of money you can 
spend. The amount is £4.50; this can be reduced by parental request. If you lose your card, you should go 
and inform Student Services straight away. 
 

Bursary 
The purpose of the 16-19 Bursary Fund is to provide financial support to young people continuing in 
education, who would otherwise be prevented from participating due to financial barriers. You can apply 
for financial support if: 

• Your family’s gross household income including benefits is £25,000 or less 

• You are entitled to Free School Meals 

• You are a young person living independently and get Income Support, or are a young person in care, 
or leaving care, or are a young person in receipt of Employment & Support Allowance and Disability 
Living Allowance. If you are living independently and not on Income Support, we may still be able to 
help you. 

Students are invited to complete and apply for the Bursary; in the first instance please contact Mrs 
Lowndes. The Academy will endeavour to notify applicants of receipt of their completed applications as 
soon as possible. The acknowledgement of receipt is not confirmation of acceptance for support. The 
application will be assessed against agreed criteria, as set out in the guidance notes. Applications may be 

You can add money to your account in the following ways: 
1. Online payments can be made via ParentMail.  Please log into 

ParentMail to add money to a cashless catering account.  
2. By paying cash into Student Services in Ashbourne.  

 
Students new to John Port will need to set a Parentmail account up I 
the first week of the Autumn term. 

Ms Davis - Student 

Service

s 

 

mailto:Sixthform@johnportportspencer.org.uk


   

 

submitted throughout the academic year, and re-applications will be accepted where there are changes to 
circumstances. An application for Free School Meals may also be completed.  

Note: The bursary requirements are reviewed annually in line with Government recommendations. 
Please ensure you complete the forms for 2025/26 when available. 
Timetable during Taster Days   

Please complete your timetable for the Taster Day; your form tutor will go through this with you during 

Period 1. 

 

 

 
Taster Day Timetable - please add your lessons into the grid below. 
 

Registration Period 1 Period 2 (D) Period 3 (A) Period 4 (B) Period 5 (C) 

EC1 Welcome 
assembly and 
meet your 
tutor 
 
 

Form tutor 
room 
 

    

 
Break time for the Sixth Form – 10.00am – 10.15 am. You can access the Sixth Form Café 
Lunch Time for the Sixth Form – 12.25pm – 12.55pm. You can access the Sixth Form Café 
 
(Internal students only)- Remember we run a cashless catering system so you must have you ID card  

The Academy Day  
Period 1  9.00 am – 10.00 am 
Period 2  10.15 am – 11.15 am 
Period 3  11.20 am – 12.20 pm  
Period 4  12.55 am - 1.55 pm 
Period 5  2.00 pm – 3.00 pm 

 



   

 

Map of John Port Spencer Academy 
 

 
 



   

 

Sixth Form Transition Work  

Module 1 – Subjects 
https://sites.google.com/johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk/tastersessionsandtransitionwor/module-1  

Module 2 - Personal Development 
https://sites.google.com/johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk/tastersessionsandtransitionwor/module-1/module-2  

Module 1 – Subjects  

Subject staff from your option subjects, will set transition work as a continuation to their taster lessons. You must 

fully engage with this and return it on the date specified. Details will be shared with you during your taster sessions 

and the resources will be made available on the school website.  

Module 2 – Personal Development        

Access Code for Web resources: net321 

The move into Sixth Form is an exciting one but is also one that demands a higher level of critical thinking 
and a wider range of applied skills. To help students better prepare for life as a Sixth Form student we have 
put together a range of resources for you to use during the summer term. Initially, there is focus on 
learning how to use the Cornell method - an effective note-taking system that is recognised 
worldwide.  There are also several activities focusing on A Level Mindset. 

We would like you to really challenge yourself over the coming weeks and get yourself prepared for the 

next step of your educational journey by taking part in the Ten Step Transition scheme. All resources will 

be available on the school website.  

Step 1 – Note taking Cornell Style 

Step 2 – Notes from lectures 

Step 3 – Having a Goal 

Step 4 – Independent Learning 

Step 5 – Putting in the Hours 

Step 6 – Organisation 

Step 7 – The leap from GCSE 

Step 8 – Procrastination 

Step 9 – A Level Mindset 

Step 10 – Extra Curricular 

https://sites.google.com/johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk/tastersessionsandtransitionwor/module-1
https://sites.google.com/johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk/tastersessionsandtransitionwor/module-1/module-2


   

 

 

MOOCS/ Super Curricular  

We would also like to take this opportunity to encourage you to do some additional reading around your 

chosen subjects, this will be a requirement of A Level study. The John Port Supper Curricular is a great 

place to start We also have a JPSA super curricular link - The John Port SUPER Curriculum 

 https://www.futurelearn.com/courses  is a good place to start. 

Mooc.org is an extension of edX.org, a leader in online courses. Whether you're interested in learning for 

yourself, leveraging online courses to educate your workforce or creating a MOOC, edX can help. 

https://www.mooc.org/ 

University of Southampton https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/free-online-learning.page#moocs 

Free Online courses from Harvard University - https://online-learning.harvard.edu/catalog/free 

Summer Reading Challenge 

Please bring a list of the titles you have read from this list to your form tutor in September or email Mrs 
Swift (aswift@johnportspencer.org.uk).  There will be prizes for students who read the most titles. We 
would like you all to read at least two books from this list and we hope you enjoy the recommendations. 
There are a lot to choose from! 
 

Unifrog 

You should be familiar with the platform from Year 11 if you are an internal student. Unfortunately, 

external students will not be able to access the platform until you join us in September. If you can’t 

remember your password, just ask for a reminder to your school email on the homepage.  

We would like you to:  

*Re- do the interests and personality quiz in preparation for year 12. 

* Record your post-16 intended destination. 

 

Fire Procedure 

Please see the notices on the wall in the classrooms and familiarise yourself with the procedure. 

If you are in a lesson, you will follow the procedure led by the teaching member of staff.  

Act calmly and quietly, do not stop to collect your belongings. 

https://sites.google.com/johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk/the-john-port-super-curriculum/home
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses
https://www.mooc.org/
https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/free-online-learning.page#moocs
https://online-learning.harvard.edu/catalog/free


   

 

Results Day information and accepting your place at John Port 

Spencer Academy Sixth Form. 

Year 11 can collect their results from 9:00am until 10:00am. 
Results will be collected from the Exam Centre at John Port Spencer Academy. Students must bring your 
academy ID cards with you to receive your results. If you have lost your academy ID card, another form of 
identification will be required. 

There are two options for any students who are not able to collect their results in person. 

Students can either provide a stamped self-addressed A5 envelope and the results will be posted. Please 
bear in mind that we are not allowed to post the results before the allocated results day so depending on 
the post, it may take several days to arrive. 

Alternatively, someone could collect on the student’s behalf. If this option is chosen, then the person 
collecting will need to bring a letter of permission written by the student. We would also need prior notice 
of this by email to Exams@johnportspencer.org.uk  as this will ensure the results are taken to the academy 
main reception where they can be collected. 

 

Further guidance and support 

Members of the Year 11 guidance team, the Sixth Form team, and the leadership team will be available for 

students to speak to on Results Day.  

Mrs Lowndes (Head of Sixth Form) and Mrs Swift (Assistant Principal) will be available from 9:15am – 

11:15am on Results Day in C Hall. 

Mrs Smith will also be available from 9:15am to discuss any examination queries. 

Mrs Lowndes  – RLowndes@johnportspencer.org.uk  

Mrs Swift        – ASwift@johnportspencer.org.uk  

Mrs Smith  – Exams@johnportspencer.org.uk 

External Applicants 

To confirm your place, please email a copy of your results to Sixthform@johnportspencer.org.uk , and 

confirm your subject choices by 12.00pm on Friday 22nd August 2025. If we do not hear from you your 

place will not be confirmed for the start of the academic year. 

Please check your grades meet the entry requirements before you confirm your place. You can find the 

details on the link below:  

Entry Requirements – John Port Spencer Academy 

If you have any questions, please contact us on the email above as soon as you can. 

mailto:Exams@johnportspencer.org.uk
mailto:RLowndes@johnportspencer.org.uk
mailto:ASwift@johnportspencer.org.uk
mailto:Exams@johnportspencer.org.uk
mailto:Sixthform@johnportspencer.org.uk
https://johnportspencer.org.uk/entry-requirements/


   

 

 

 

 

 

6th Form 

 Summer  

Challenge: 

 How many of these 

can you  

complete? 

Tick them off  

and bring your    

completed 

sheet in to 

your form in 

September  

for a  

prize! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walk more than 30,000 

steps in one day 

Go 48 hours without a 

screen 

Cook a 3-course meal for 

your family 

Run a 5K Buy and read a 

newspaper 

Go for a picnic with your 

friends 

Swim a mile…. you don’t 

have to do this all at 

once! 

Listen to a podcast Go to the cinema or 

theatre 

Grow and look after a 

plant 

Participate in or 

organise a 

beach/park/street clean 

Donate to or volunteer 

at your local charity 

shop or food bank 

Learn a new skill – can 

you juggle or solve a 

Rubix cube? 

Visit a city you have not 

been to before – use the 

train or trams 

Take a short course 

language qualification 

Watch a TED Talk 

 

Turn off the lights and 

electronic devices at 

home to save energy 

Run an errand for a 

neighbour 

Learn how to use your 

washing machine and do 

a load of washing 

Write and send a 

postcard to a friend or 

relative 

Declutter your bedroom 

Bake and decorate a 

cake 

Learn a new card game 

and play it with your 

friends or family 

Listen to music/watch a 

film from more than 30 

years ago 

Complete a random act 

of kindness 

Read a biography       Cook a vegan recipe 

Complete a crossword 

or sudoku 

Wash your family’s or 

neighbour’s car 

Learn how to sew a 

button onto a shirt and 

then iron it 



   

 

John Port Spencer Academy  

Sixth Form Summer Reading Challenge 2025 

We hope the following reding list will inspire you to bury your head in a book and enjoy reading this summer. 

Please bring a list of the titles you have read from this list to your form tutor in September or email Mrs Swift 

(ASwift@johnportspencer.org.uk).  There will be prizes for students who read the most titles. We would like you all to read at 

least two books from this list and we hope you enjoy the recommendations. There are a lot to choose from!  

 

You can see the full reading list here Sixth Form Reading List Book Recommendations 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi20bGCnYTjAhX-BGMBHeJACsQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fjohnportspencer&psig=AOvVaw2dyXZy2mmMZg8lckNsWJM6&ust=1561538138400868
mailto:ASwift@johnportspencer.org.uk
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/secondary-ks3-ks4-reading-lists/sixth-form-reading-list-books/#year-12


   

 

 

 

 


