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PSA Newsletter

Dear Students, Parents, and Carers, — 28th November 2025

Thank you so much for your continued support. As you will
see in this edition of the newsletter there is much to
celebrate and lots of wonderful things happening in the
academy—including lots of wonderful charity work.

As the weather gets colder in the rare event that we have to make the decision
to close due to inclement weather or an emergency,
the information will be sent by Arbor
and posted on the academy website and
on Facebook. In the case of closure, we
aim to make a decision by 7.30am.If we
have to close during the academy day,
an Arbor message will be sent out and, Fri 5th Year 13 Mock Mini Medical Interviews
where possible, the school bus services Mon 8th & Tues 9th | GCSE Mock Art Exams

will deliver students home unless parents/carers
contact us to tell us that they would like their child to
stay in the academy. Students who do not use the bus Weds 10th & Thurs 11th | GCSE Mock Textiles & Photography Exams
services but who usually walk will be allowed to make Thurs 11th Year 11 Parental Consultation Evening
their own way home unless parents contact us to tell us
that they would like their child to stay in the academy.
Students who stay, will remain in the academy until
collected by parents/carers, or until parents/carers Tues 16th Christmas Concert

contact the academy with alternative arrangements. Weds 17th BFG Theatre Trip - Stratford Upon Avon
Please note that if your child stays in the academy,
there will be no further bus services at the end of the
normal academy day. When the decision to close is Thurs 18th Year 13 Leavers Presentation Evening
made during the academy day, the ban on student Fri 19th 12..30pm Finish for Students.
mobile phones will be lifted to allow parents to directly
contact their child. Please be aware that reception is
poor in Etwall and often text messages tend to work Sth Jan INSET DAY
better than voice calls. 6th Jan Students return

December

Tues 2nd University of Oxford Event
Thurs 4th & Fri 5th TEFL Enrichment Days—Sixth Form

Weds 10th & Thurs 11th | Flu Vaccinations

Fri 12th A Christmas Carol—Y10 Theatre Event

Tues 16th & Weds 17th | Year 9 Work Experience

Thurs 18th Year 11 Leavers Exam Certificate Collection

Mon 22nd—Fri 2nd Christmas Holidays

Our wonderful Sixth Form with the shoe box donations
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Theatre Star:

Ava H, 9C, performed in the Derby Youth Musical Theatre production of 'Joseph and the
Technicolour Dreamcoat' at the Derby Theatre. It was a spectacular performance, and Ava
was a shining star on stage. She will next be on stage in Beauty and the Beast Panto at The
Duchess Theatre in Long Eaton and 'Young Fiona' in the school production of Shrek.

We are so proud!
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Online Safety:

Supporting Your Child Online: Apps, Boundaries and Safer Digital Habits

As part of our ongoing commitment to online safety, we want to share some emerging trends in
how young people are using apps and technology—and how you can help support your child to
stay safe and responsible online.

Developing Trends in App Usage

Children and teenagers are spending more time on social and gaming apps than ever

before. Platforms such as TikTok, Snapchat, Discord, BeReal, and Roblox remain popular,
but we’re seeing new patterns of usage:

e Anonymous chat features and “alt” accounts are being used to share content away

Anonymous Chat Rooms

Al

Al-powered image tools and “deepfake” filters are emerging across mainstream apps, allowing users to create
realistic but misleading content. These can be used maliciously to spread false information or target others online.
We encourage parents to keep conversations open and curious—ask your child what apps they use, who they talk to,

from parents or teachers.

e Private group chats and “temporary” story functions often give a false sense of security—

students believe deleted content can’t be traced when, in reality, screenshots and data recovery
mean it can.

and what they enjoy online. Showing interest rather than judgement helps build trust.

How to Support Your Child’s Online Safety

Here are some practical steps families can take at home:
1. Talk regularly — Make online safety a normal topic of conversation, not just a reaction to a problem.
2. Stay informed — Check app age ratings and explore them together before granting access.

3. Find how to report — have a look through the app, make sure your child knows how to report content that is of
concern or creating a risk.

4. Set clear boundaries — Use built-in parental controls or family-sharing settings on devices.

5. Encourage critical thinking — Discuss why not everything online is true or safe, and how to recognise scams or
manipulation.

Model positive behaviour — Children learn most from what we do, not what we say. Showing balanced, respectful
online habits helps them mirror the same.
If you are concerned about your child’s online use, please don’t hesitate to reach out to John Port Safeguarding

team where we can signpost you in the best direction.

Useful Resources

Keeping children safe
~ online
CEOP Education — CEOP’s trusted advice for parents and young i hior
people

Keep Children Safe Online: Information, advice, support - Inter-
net Matters— Practical guides for setting filters and parental controls
Keeping children safe online | NSPCC — Expert advice and conversation starters



https://www.ceopeducation.co.uk/
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
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Sixth Form Updates:
T4U Shoebox Success:

We are incredibly proud of our
Year 8, Year 9 and Sixth Form
students for their fantastic
contribution to this year’s shoe
box gift appeal. Thanks to their
kindness, creativity and
dedication, we are delighted to
be donating a total of 52 shoe
boxes to support this wonderful
cause.
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A special congratulations goes
to 12H, who went above and
beyond by creating seven boxes
on their own. Thank you for
your remarkable effort and for
leading the way with such
generosity.

Well done to everyone
involved—your compassion will
make a meaningful difference
to others this season. To learn

more about the charity collection, please visit Teams4u.
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Politics Update:

UK Parliament Week

From Monday 24" November to Friday 28" John Port School celebrated UK Parliament
Week. Students enjoyed a visit from the Derbyshire South MP Samantha Niblett who briefly
talked to our Year 13s Assembly about her role in parliament, her MP's surgery in Derby
Town Hall and how she likes to meet the public to discuss local issues to find out their views
on improvements to the local area.

In the Library the Year 12 and Year 13 students have had the opportunity to cast a secret
vote in our Parliament ballot box for one of the five main parties of: Labour, Conservatives,
Liberal Democrats, Reform UK and Green Party. Each Year 12 and Year 13 form teacher has
been sent videos of each of the political party's 2025 Party Political Broadcasts and students
are encouraged to find out information themselves on the different party's manifestos
(from 2024) so that they can make an informed choice. Mrs Lowndes has also provided
activities for UK Parliament Week to all the Year 12 and 13 Forms to do in form time this
week.

Watch this space for the results of our secret ballot!
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Geography Update:

In recent geography lessons, Year 9 students took on the challenge of designing their own
eco-resorts as part of their studies on sustainability and tourism. Working individually, each
student imagined a resort that balances environmental responsibility with visitor appeal.

From solar-powered cabins and composting toilets to wildlife-friendly landscaping and
locally sourced materials, the designs showcased a wide range of creative and thoughtful
ideas. The task encouraged students to consider the real-world impact of tourism and how
sustainable choices can protect both people and the planet.

It was a fantastic opportunity for students to apply their knowledge in a practical and
imaginative way. Geography teachers were impressed with the outcomes.
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Science Update:

Year 13 Chemists Complete Aspirin Synthesis and Analysis Project

Our Year 13 Chemistry students recently undertook an advanced practical project in which
they synthesised and analysed aspirin, gaining valuable insight into techniques used in
pharmaceutical chemistry.

During the practical, students carried out the full process of preparation, purification and
characterisation, including recrystallisation and melting-point determination. These
methods allowed them to evaluate the purity and quality of the aspirin samples they
produced, mirroring the procedures used in professional laboratory settings.

This challenging activity not only strengthened their understanding of organic synthesis but
also developed their confidence and independence in practical work.

We congratulate all students for their methodical approach, high standards of laboratory
practice, and excellent scientific analysis.
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Food Technology Update:

These are photos of Year 7s practical dishes this week - we have completed Rock Cakes and
a Fruity Crumble - both dishes require knowledge and understanding of the rubbing in
method and students have demonstrated this well to produce some amazing dishes.
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Ingestre Hall Artwork:

Our students created some beautiful art work during their residential trip at Ingestre Hall,
art work will be on display in the academy soon:
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What’s on in the Community:

Lottie Prom, Mickleover

5* reviewed store

Open via appointment 6 days a week
(late night opening Monday to Thursday)
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Lottie Prom

We stock a wide range of prom gowns in lots of colours,
We are a UK top 10 stockist of prom gowns in the UK.

WE NEVER SELL THE SAME DRESS TO THE SAME SCHOOL

Christmas Closures’

Head Office, Stores and Online are closed
from 5pm on Friday 12th December and

reopen at 9.30am Friday 2nd January 2026.

Yy




JOHN PORT S SPENCER

SPENCER ACADEMY ACADEMIES TRUST

What’s on in the Community:

MidMercia / , HShire K 4 ‘\
~ 1 Jevelopmental V/)

e ommunity Hubs oo

Joined Up Care
Derbyshire

December 2025 dates:
Swadlincote Library > oAl

Civic Way, Swadlincote, DET1, OAD

Monday 1st December10am-4pm

Monday 15" December 10am-4pm

0
IF you can't attend the hub, please get in touch to book a free appointment with one of our
advisors at a more convenient time to receive the same support over the phone or via email:

cccccccc

Telephone: 01332 228744
bl et Email: ch@utlzensadwcemidmercia.org.uk KKK

/ byshire (ﬁp\
Jevelopmental - V/)

"’ ommunltg Hubs — —

Joined Up Care
Derbyshire

December 2025 dates:

Citizens Advice Mid Mercia

114 Church Street, Church Gres/ey,
Swadlincote, DET1, 9NR

Monday 8" December 10am-4pm

~ j’l\ondag 22" December 10am-4pm
& !
IF you cant attend the hub, please get in touch to book a free appointment with one of our
advisors at 3 more convenient time to receive the same support over the phone or via email:

INHS) Telephone: 01332 228744

b et Email: ch@citizensadvicemidmercia.org.uk LR




JOHN PORT ¢ SPENCER

SPENCER ACADEMY J ACADEMIES TRUST

What’s on in the Community:

East Midlands Airport is gearing up for winter with a brand-new fleet UNDER 12'S BOYS - YR 7'S
of snowploughs —and need your help to name them! 5 GIVE RUGBV

They’ve invested £2.5 million in six powerful Compact Jet Sweepers TR||I|
and a Snow-cutter Blower that can shift 5,000 tonnes of snow per -

= A S
hour. These machines are not only fast — clearing the entire runway in * 4'UJEEH FREE TRI“L*

just 24 minutes — but also green, running on vegetable oil-based bio-

diesel to help us reach net zero carbon by 2038. 19THNOV § 26THNOV § 3RD DEC § 10TH DEC
They’re inviting children in local schools and colleges to take part in a 6-7Pm 6-7PMm 6-7PM 6-7PM
fun competition to name three of the new vehicles. Think witty,

imaginative, and memorable — similar naming competitions for road BURTON RUGBY CLUB
gritters have resulted in the likes of ‘Gritney Spears’ and ‘Brad Grit’. BATTLESTEAD CROFT

Airport staff will be naming the other three vehicles. BRANSTON ROAD

Winners will have a snow vehicle marked up with their suggested BURTON ON TRENT

name and will be invited with a parent/guardian to the airport on DE13 9FF

Tuesday 30th December to see the snow fleet up close (all visitors
will require a valid passport or driving licence). Each  winner will
also receive a family ticket for Twycross Zoo’s ‘Lanterns of the Wild’.

JOIN THE TEAM, MAKE NEW FRIENDS AND
HAVE FUN LEARNING TO PLAY RUGBY!
ALL ABILITIES WELCOME.

Closing date for entries is Monday 15th December 2025. RLEASE BRINGIENTHUSTASH, BOQTS) GUM.SHIELD
AND & WATER BOTTLE.
Entries to be submitted via: FOR MORE INFO CONTACT IAN - 07983452300

. . o FUN * FITNESS * FRIENDSHIPS
Snow plough naming competition — Fill in form

East Midlands Airport Competition
SHARKS

NAME A SNOW SKI CLUB
PLOUG H LY Gl Try out your ski

s W 9.30-11.30am AUt
ready to keep East Midlands Airport moving. TG Sfer S e SS l O n S!

Swadlincote * |deal for School Ski Trip Prep *

Snowsports Centre
Swadlincote, Derbyshire DE11 8LP

_— Adults: £17.50

imaginative, and

memorable Children: £15.00

DC‘y“C}DIC‘ online in advance
Closing date: Monday 15th December 2025 (n e

non-refundable)

equipment
& instruction
included

Prize: Snow vehicles marked up with winners’ suggested Whether you
names are a complete

. P : : : beginner, or can
Winners will be invited with a parent/guardian to the airport | dv ski h t
on Tuesday 30th December to see the snow fleet up close aiready ski, wny no
(all visitors will require a valid passport or driving licence) come olong

and....
Each winner will also receive a family ticket for Twycross %

Zo0’s ‘Lanterns of the Wild’
:%{ Click here to enter . | A *email: info@sharks.org.uk for details &
. booking with subject “Taster Session”
n ]‘ Exceed your * we need: skier names, experience
b :"expectations... and children’s ages (min age éyrs)

( ;%: release your potential! * BOOKING ESSENTIAL by 20/12/25 *

Session #1 Sat 10" Jan, Session #2 Sat 17" Jan
You can sign up to either date or both dates

o
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What’s on in the Community:

FUSIONSCAPE

Growth and Development for Children and Young People

; v/»/’\
s
Hair & Beauty Arts & Crafts
6 Monday Tuesday

22nd Dec 2025 23rd Dec 2025
29th Dec 2025 30th Dec 2025

10:00-14:00

Osmaston Park Community Centre
Moor Lane Derby DE24 9HY

Age 8-16 yrs

Use the details emailed to you by Derby City Council to
log in to the Holiday Activities website and claim your
FREE space.

? SPORT o o
\ ' E”GLAND Derby?(y/Cuuncil communi.ym \ "
QO 07423796177 ® WWW.FUSIONSCAPE.ORG () ADMIN@FUSIONSCAPE.ORG

Non-eligible children/young people
£15 per day —Including lunch
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