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Friday 13th March 2026
Dear Parents, Carers and Students,

As we move further into the spring term, our academy continues to be
filled with energy, achievement and community spirit. In this week's
edition we are proud to share a mix of updates - from exciting learning
opportunities to creative celebrations.

You’ll find highlights from across the academy, including transition
updates for our future Year 7s, inspiring moments from National
Science Week and our STEM Day, impressive achievements in Literacy,
Food Technology and PE, and lovely examples of our students living out
our values and “acting with care, kindness, respect and integrity.”

Every lesson attended by students supports progress, confidence, and
wellbeing, and this week’s stories truly show our students embracing
every opportunity.

We hope you enjoy reading about everything happening across John
Port Spencer Academy, and we thank you for your continued support
in helping our students thrive.

A reminder that I am available for one to one meetings every Tuesday
afternoon, please email lsmith@johnportspencer.org.uk to book an
appointment

Miss O’Leary
Principal

mailto:lsmith@johnportspencer.org.uk


      Key Dates
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Term Dates:
Half Term 4 - 23rd February 2026 - 27th March 2026 
Half Term 5 - 13th April 2026 - 22nd May 2026 
Half Term 6 - 1st June 2026 - 23rd July 2026 
INSET Days: 
26th June 2026 

  March/April:
School Events:  
Monday 16  Mar             Reading Tests Begin (Until Friday 27  March)th th

Wednesday 18  Mar      GCSE Drama Performance th

Thursday 19  Mar           Grey & Pink Kangaroo (Maths Challenge)th

Monday 23  Mar            Year 11 & Year 13 Group Photographsrd

Monday 23  Mar            SEN Information Evening rd

Tuesday 24  Mar            A Level Drama Practical Exam th

Tuesday 24  Mar           Year 9 Booster Vaccinationsth

Thursday 26  Mar          Year 10 Parent Consultation Evening (Online)th

Friday 27  Mar                Break up for Easterth

Monday 13  April            Students Return     th

Tuesday 14  April           MFL Speaking Exams Begin          th

Tuesday 14  April           Y12 Trip - University of Leicester - Student Life Open Dayth

Thursday 16  April          Y12 Geography Field Trip - Mam Torth

Thursday 16  April          Parent Forumth

Friday 17  April                Derby University - 6  Form Tripth th

Wednesday 22  April    A Level PE Moderation - Repton School nd

Thursday 23  April          Online Year 8 Parent Consultation Evening rd

Save the Date:
Thursday 26th March       Online Year 10 Parent Consultation Evening
Thursday 16  April             Parent Forumth

Thursday 23rd April           Online Year 8 Parent Consultation Evening
Thursday 25th June          Online Year 7 Parent Consultation Evening



  JPSA Transition
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        Key Transition Dates
Year 6 Transition Days:
Tuesday 30  June 2026th

Wednesday 1  July 2026st

Meet the Tutor Evening:
Tuesday 30  June 2026th

Primary School Visits
This week our Senior Leadership Team and Pastoral Team for our new
Year 7s, have been arranging visits to our local primary schools.
This is a wonderful opportunity for JPSA to start to get to know our
new students who will be joining us in September.

In small groups, students will be able to get to know our staff and ask
any questions they may have about their transition to John Port. 

Staff will be finding out about children’s favourite subjects, what they
enjoy outside of school, achievements they are proud of, and what
they are looking forward to or are anxious about in relation to starting
secondary school. 

Staff will also work closely with primary school teachers to ensure a
smooth transition for all students. 

We look forward to meeting you all in the next few months! 



         Student Leadership
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Our Post 16 students are collecting Easter eggs in support of their
link charity, YMCA. We have a target of 100 eggs to collect, but we’re
eager to ‘eggceed’ this! If anybody would like to donate an Easter egg
to support our collection, please bring them to main reception or
students can bring them to Mr Barker’s office in the centre of the
Post 16 block. Below is a promotional video from the YMCA,
showcasing their tremendous work and the Easter egg collection
initiative. 

Easter Egg Charity Collection

YMCA Video

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdrive.google.com%2ffile%2fd%2f1asilBB_tvbXwL2N9r4VuUbWSecMwluhc%2fview%3fusp%3ddrivesdk&c=E,1,lGdm36aTkZE9REdN1vh8kFg0kSiZNsoZYTl5aUTJ5JMLivHjnBOdBdo5Y3Paee53smn9moSBZ8DR9Izlnyg-NwX9XCXj_oGbX26Ac2NC022IbM3y&typo=1


         Joy

Our Year 10 Food students have also been busy! Before half term, they made
Chicken Ballotine with a side dish of Ratatouille. Students continued to embed
their skills, demonstrating refined knife skills, working with high-risk foods, and
developing their shaping techniques. Last week, our students learnt a new skill of
making pasta and made Meatballs with a reduction sauce. 

Thank you for your continued support in allowing our students to have a fabulous
learning experience in Food Technology!
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Our KS3 students have continued to work hard and produced some lovely dishes
over the past few weeks. Year 9 have made Palmiers which concentrated on
intricate shaping of pastry, and Year 8 have designed and made some beautiful
Spring Cheesecakes with the focus of our learning being on Seasonal Foods!

Food Tech Spotlight
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Today we celebrated
World Pi Day with a
selection of Pi‑themed
starters and members of
the Mathematics
Department wearing
inspiring themed T‑shirts.
Several staff even baked
Pi‑inspired treats to mark
the occasion.
Our students especially
enjoyed taking part in the
dingbat‑guessing
challenge throughout the
day. Below are a few for
you to try yourself.

World Pi Day
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Our Key Stage 3 students had a wonderful morning yesterday taking
part in the East Midland Regional Heat of Senior National Reading
Challenge.
The teams competed against 25 other teams from across the East
Midlands and answered 75 questions over 8 rounds of intense
questions! 

The Teams were:
Team A: 
Eva Z 7L
Libby A 7L
Eleanor C 9C
Isobel L 9L 

Team B:  
Casper M 7O 
Theo S 7H
Lily P 9L 
Escher P 9R

And were supported by Team Captains Lottie and Maisie from Year 10. 

They tried their best and were placed 13  and 17  in the final rankings,
but were with 5 points of 3  place!

th th

rd

Well done to all who participated!
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Senior National Reading Challenge



         Joy
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Senior National Reading Challenge



       Progress
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Science Spotlight: Year 13 Chemistry
Our Year 13 Chemists have been busy in the lab this week, putting their theory
into practice by investigating the reactions of aqueous metal ions. This is a
vibrant (and often messy!) part of the A-Level course where students learn to
identify different metals based on how they react in solution.
The students have been working through a series of investigations using
sodium hydroxide and ammonia to produce a rainbow of precipitates—from
the deep blues of copper to the rusty oranges of iron. 
They’ve also been exploring ligand substitution, observing how adding
concentrated hydrochloric acid can completely transform a chemical's structure
and colour. These practical skills are essential as they prepare for their final
practical endorsements.



      Progress
SPARX LEADERBOARDS
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Well done to our current leaders!



      Progress
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National Science Week
To celebrate National Science Week, Year 7 students took part in an exciting hands-
on activity where they designed and built their own wind turbines. During the
project, students explored how wind energy can be used to generate electricity and
learned about the importance of renewable energy in protecting our planet.
The activity was a fun and engaging way for students to apply their science
knowledge, develop teamwork skills, and discover how innovative engineering can
help create sustainable energy solutions for the future.



         Success

Last week, in celebration of World Book Day, students in KS3
English lessons had the opportunity to write stories about
characters from novels living in a new world! 

We had over 120 entries and it was very difficult to choose just one
winner for each year group. Well done to everyone who entered. 

Congratulations to:
Sebastian H 7E
Edward W 8P

Timothy W 9N 
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KS3 English Spotlight:
World Book Day Creative

Writing Winners



         Success

On Thursday 12  March, some of our Year 8 students had a
wonderful day planning a ‘fix’ for issues they see as being a nuisance
in our school. For example, solving the seagull problem with high
frequency noise, or the litter with biodegradable packaging.

th

 
The winners were ‘Lunch Made Easy’ with their idea of pre-ordering
lunch and paying beforehand on Arbor, then just picking it up on the
day! Genius.
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STEM Day

The students were praised
for their exceptional
behaviour and creativity. 

Thank you Miss Woolley
for organizing this event! 



         Success

Our Year 7 and 8 boys have been busy completing an orienteering scheme of
work in recent weeks/months. This has involved students learning how to read
maps and find controls as well as developing their teamwork and use of strategy.
Year 7/8 girls will be starting this soon. 

We also will be hosting an orienteering day at John Port on Thursday 11  June
and look forward to getting lots of students involved!

th

Well done to the students below who managed to win the orienteering ‘league’
for their class!

Orienteering League winners:
7EB1- Fabian M and Finn R
7EB2- Alistair C, Oliver K and Theo A
8FB1- Tom L and Seth H
8EB2- Rory M and Uday R
8GB1- Chetan K, Seb L, Jude L and Greg B
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PE Spotlight: Year 7 and 8 Orienteering 



         Act

A Huge Thank You
to the JPSA PTA!
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with care, kindness, respect and integrity 

We would like to say a massive
thank you to our PTA for their
incredibly generous funding of a
brand-new set of lab coats. Our
Year 13s are now fully kitted out
and looking like professional
scientists. These coats don't just
keep their uniforms safe from
splashes; they help our students
feel the part as they tackle
advanced university-level
experiments. We are so grateful for
your support in keeping our
budding scientists safe and stylish!



         Act

Our JPSA Year 8 football team will be taking on the Derby 5K Inflatable Obstacle
Course to raise money for Betel UK.

The team wanted to support their teammate Daniel, who sadly lost his mum,
Karen, earlier this year. Karen was a Centre Director and Pastoral Leader for Betel
UK, supporting people across the Derby and Manchester communities.

Betel UK helps people overcome addiction, homelessness and other serious life
challenges by providing long-term residential support, mentoring and
opportunities to rebuild their lives.
The boys are hoping to raise as much money as possible for this wonderful cause,
while showing their support for Daniel and honouring Karen’s legacy.

If you would like to support the team, please consider donating via the GoFundMe
page via the QR Code below.

Thank you for your support 💙
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with care, kindness, respect and integrity 

⚽ Year 8 Football Team Charity Challenge 💙



         The John Port Experience
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https://johnportspencer.or
g.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2026/02/
JPSA-EXTRA-
CURRICULAR-BOOKLET-
TERM-4-25.26.pdf

Extra Curricular Clubs for this half term are
available here:

https://johnportspencer.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/JPSA-EXTRA-CURRICULAR-BOOKLET-TERM-4-25.26.pdf
https://johnportspencer.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/JPSA-EXTRA-CURRICULAR-BOOKLET-TERM-4-25.26.pdf
https://johnportspencer.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/JPSA-EXTRA-CURRICULAR-BOOKLET-TERM-4-25.26.pdf
https://johnportspencer.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/JPSA-EXTRA-CURRICULAR-BOOKLET-TERM-4-25.26.pdf
https://johnportspencer.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/JPSA-EXTRA-CURRICULAR-BOOKLET-TERM-4-25.26.pdf
https://johnportspencer.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/JPSA-EXTRA-CURRICULAR-BOOKLET-TERM-4-25.26.pdf


           Attendance Matters

Each week, we will be sharing an
Attendance Leaderboard to
celebrate our attendance heroes
across the academy. This will
recognise the registration form
with the best attendance in each
year group.
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At John Port Spencer Academy, our whole-school attendance target is 96%.
Our current year to date attendance is 92.9%.

While this shows many positive efforts from students and families, it also
highlights that we still have work to do together to ensure every student is
accessing their learning as regularly as possible. Every lesson attended supports
progress, confidence, and wellbeing, and even small improvements can make a
big difference over time.

Attendance Heros! 🎉

Weekly Tip for Families: Check the school
Calendar 
Staying aware of important school dates helps
families support their child and avoid last-minute
stress. Secondary school can be busy with tests,
homework deadlines, trips, and events happening
throughout the term.



           Attendance Matters
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Seasonal Reminder: Lighter Evenings ahead 
As Spring approaches and evenings become lighter, it
can be tempting for students to stay up later. While the
extra daylight can be uplifting, it can also disrupt sleep
routines, making it harder for students to wake up on
time for school.
Maintaining consistent bedtimes and morning routines is
key. Encouraging your child to go to bed at the usual
time, even as evenings feel longer, helps ensure they get
enough rest. A calm, predictable morning routine, waking
up at the same time, having breakfast, and checking their
school bag can make a big difference in starting the day
positively.

Support Is Always Available
We recognise that some students may find attending school challenging at
times. This can happen for a variety of reasons, including anxiety, worries about
learning, friendships, or additional needs. Our priority is to work closely with
families to understand these challenges and provide the right support so that
every student feels safe, confident, and able to attend school.
For some students with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND),
attending school can feel particularly overwhelming. To help families understand
the support available, The SEND Team is holding an information evening on the
23rd March. This event will give parents, carers, and students the opportunity to
meet members of the SEND team and learn more about the strategies we use to
support students.

Gentle reminder on absence reporting
Student absence can be reported to attendance@johnportpsencer.org.uk or
alternatively you can call 01283 291018. If your child becomes ill or injured when
they are already in school, they are to attend first aid where a member of staff will
contact home. Please remind your children not to arrange collection themselves. 



    The John Port Community
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Volunteers
Needed!!

Volunteers are needed for this year’s 
Spring Bedding Plant Sale

For more information contact:
JPSAPTA@gmail.com

💰 Finance
Final accounts to July 2025 have been audited and signed off. Charity Commission
return will be completed soon.
Two fundraising events were held in February: Shrek the Musical and the Tanzania
Quiz. Profits will be shared with the Drama department and Tanzania trip shortly. In
the meantime, thanks to everyone who supported or volunteered at these events. 

📚 Funding Approved
We approved £4,500 for upgrades to the school library with new books, puzzles,
beanbags and more to create a welcoming community space for students.

🌸 Spring Plant Sale – Saturday 9th May 2026
It's all go for the Spring Plant Sale. There’s lots to do, but key logistics are in place or
in progress. Look out for order forms coming soon!

📅 Next Meeting
Wednesday 22th April, 7pm – Seven Wells.

JPSA PTA Updates



  Careers
Progress Success Act with care, kindness, respect and integrity Joy

This newsletter is a collation of all the opportunities we have heard about
from employers and universities. Please use the links included to read more
information and apply to anything you are interested in. Links are underlined.

If you have any questions or need support, please email 
RLowndes@johnportspencer.org.uk

Listen to this newsletter 

OPPORTUNITIES JOB OF THE WEEK

LABOUR MARKET
INFORMATION FACT

View TechSheCan’s full diary of LIVE Lessons and Assemblies and
remember, all of their lessons and assemblies are available to watch on
demand at anytime.

Preparing For Your Future is your FREE online learning programme.
Sign-up for free and complete the 5 courses to boost your skills and
career confidence. Get a certificate for your CV when you complete
each course! Courses include “All about you” and “You, your education
and training”.

Young Apprentices Network have a bank of information on some of the
biggest employers work experience opportunities. When you click the
opportunities, you are taken directly to the employers website (so
students would be required to apply individually for each one they're
interested in).
 
The ERIC video library for schools, colleges & unis has a BIG new batch
of videos available on Monday 2nd March for National Careers Week!
ERIC also have a free spreadsheet of creative careers contacts so if
you’re interested in finding work experience or apprenticeships in a
creative profession, this could be a good place to start your research.

Watch TechSheCan's brand-new Katie & Tex episode all about tech for
online gaming and how to stay safe! In this episode, Katie and Tex meet
Sara Cornish from Minecraft, who shares how young gamers can stay
safe while playing online. She also explores the exciting future careers
they could have in the world of gaming and tech. 

Beyond NCW2026, we also have two more celebration events in March.
British Science Week takes place from 6th–15th March 2026. The
activity packs for British Science Week 2026 are available to download
free now.

Empathy Week, a FREE annual festival taking place from 9th-13th
March 2026. Under the theme What’s Your Spark?, students aged 5-18
can explore what makes them, and others, shine through film resources,
inspiring online talks & live in-person events. 

Concierge

Working in hotels or
resorts, Concierges assist
guests with bookings,
travel advice, and
personalised services.
While formal
qualifications aren't
required, experience in
hospitality or customer
service is essential.
Common entry routes
include roles such as
receptionist or guest
services staff, and
volunteering in customer-
facing positions to help
build relevant experience.

About 54% of Student
workers are in sales
assistant or service roles.
Among school-age
student workers it was
over two-thirds (70%) of
workers in these jobs.
Students earn and learn
to fund their education,
personal items or
activities, or to save.

Source 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4XHNrT8y27g
mailto:RLowndes@johnportspencer.org.uk
https://www.canva.com/design/DAHCPS9usHI/8aiitJ7xcoo8_1EmJd3-qA/watch?utm_content=DAHCPS9usHI&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h6c3e24f22a
https://www.canva.com/design/DAHCPS9usHI/8aiitJ7xcoo8_1EmJd3-qA/watch?utm_content=DAHCPS9usHI&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h6c3e24f22a
https://techshecan.org/live-assemblies
https://techshecan.org/on-demand-lessons?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8A8zkTMl7aY7RL2mcAkuBKUahtL3MFyeR4iz3zgdmc-sGoJ7jSTxzX2A_mYF1bIBeRR_WLUyHR9QPuJz7Lpr7BE0DgBGZVoUtJJFsA8FNjJ0G7gf0&_hsmi=129400904&utm_content=129400904&utm_source=hs_email
https://techshecan.org/on-demand-lessons?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8A8zkTMl7aY7RL2mcAkuBKUahtL3MFyeR4iz3zgdmc-sGoJ7jSTxzX2A_mYF1bIBeRR_WLUyHR9QPuJz7Lpr7BE0DgBGZVoUtJJFsA8FNjJ0G7gf0&_hsmi=129400904&utm_content=129400904&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.youthemployment.org.uk/careers-advice-help/choices/online-skills-and-careers-courses/preparing-for-your-future-online-course/
https://youngapprenticenetwork.base44.app/Placements?fbclid=IwdGRzaAQOwtBjbGNrBA7CvmV4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNydGMGYXBwX2lkDDM1MDY4NTUzMTcyOAABHpUiOFw7lAZxXYiqwqIpdE4PtKNGgSBl8dUrjaXmJdpeXPClncXFKmYrqgr3_aem_5jYdM8zLRZZmH_Ium0abYw
https://www.meet-eric.com/library?ss_source=sscampaigns&ss_campaign_id=699c3f53d7692a2cb7cd844f&ss_email_id=69a16af6ae3c156664ff0d32&ss_campaign_name=What%E2%80%99s+HOT+in+Careers+Education+is+BACK%21%21%21%21&ss_campaign_sent_date=2026-02-27T09%3A59%3A36Z
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1KCBGLWPd7QDbKFOdSzNf7rqhc0kU_U3n9EfLioXFHlk/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://techshecan.org/animated-lessons?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--_GWIO_HzLPGJwVA9Ha9WaplZVG-CE16-Q_S-w6udBxSDq1pK_nwEHbbmY4S5Dm_uaKJwEXleh_pz6UWYf1UxjL3GVgMAz5EQ33ufU6ewqW-J_s5Q&_hsmi=129400904&utm_content=129400904&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/activity-packs/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22098099242&gbraid=0AAAAADQ5gb3K0WD0IsrUYOVCXds_kpRfz&gclid=Cj0KCQiA5I_NBhDVARIsAOrqIsZo_0ZX1WhgmAB8Ao6XnJMiSh9EWcnuInvd-tNzcHLWBO_qdeS11VMaAv2NEALw_wcB
https://www.empathyweek.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O-If9nljcfw
https://ywworking.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Employers-and-Industry-Earning-while-Learning-research-briefing-May-2025.pdf
https://www.hepi.ac.uk/reports/student-academic-experience-survey-2025/
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OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 
SPOTLIGHT

UNI SPOTLIGHT

If you have any questions or need support, please email 
RLowndes@johnportspencer.org.uk

Small Business Summer is a brand-new careers campaign brought to
you by Amazing Apprenticeships. To find out more about this
exciting campaign please watch the recorded launch webinar.

Check out Springpod’s new Skills For Life programmes to explore
different pathways and qualifications like T Levels and Higher
Technical Qualifications here.

More than 4 million people listen to the Squiggly Careers Podcast.
It's weekly episodes full of practical tips, tools and techniques to
help you be your best at work. Find it here

40 Minute Mentor is on a mission to raise aspirations and inspire the
next generation of category-defining Founders, through powerful
career stories and inspirational mentorship. Click here for more.

It can be really daunting knowing how to approach your career. Ali
explores the strategies and tools that help us live happier, healthier
and more productive lives - and the 7 career tips. Find out more
here. 

LinkedIn Learning is an online learning platform with over 13,000
courses taught by real-world experts and a library that is constantly
up to date. Learn the relevant skills you need to build the
experiences that will help you reach your definition of success. Start
learning here.

4 Tips to Future-Proof Your Career!
Education and workforce strategist Michelle R. Weise offers
practical advice to help you identify the skills and talents to ace your
next career change - and all the ones to come. Watch here.

Welcome to Creative Alliance’s Creative Careers Education Toolkit.
Here you’ll find information and advice about: The jobs people do;
The skills people need; The routes people take into creative careers,
including links to many other sources of careers education and
creative industry jobs and opportunities board.

“At Marriott, you can be
a part of something
bigger than yourself, be
inspired by what’s
possible and discover
your own future. When
you join us, you can
begin your purpose,
belong to a global
community, and become
the best version of you.”

You can read more
about careers at
Marriott here.

“Uni of Gloucestershire is
a vibrant and friendly
university welcoming
students from all over
the world. Our smaller
size means we have a
strong sense of
community with
outstanding support
systems that enable
students to thrive.”

You can read more about
the University of
Gloucestershire here.

mailto:RLowndes@johnportspencer.org.uk
https://www.amazingapprenticeships.com/resources/small-business-summer-webinar/
https://www.springpod.com/virtual-work-experience/search?refinementList%5Bpartner.name%5D%5B0%5D=Department%20of%20Education&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--ky3OliCB73x_fp2HIHs9ZG7dEZLSP2iJ8xLUZiC7N4-e4rcUMYhPL7gjb2faLtdPeIK37GgjryDHTEhOJc7IU937m2_Bn_gfMcwBCupCb2eyIlNo&_hsmi=405622338&utm_content=405622338&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.amazingif.com/listen/#podcasts
https://www.youtube.com/@40minutementor
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O3m14PVOq_g
https://www.youtube.com/@linkedinlearning/about
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b7eMnAn_WhI
https://creativealliance.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Creative-Careers-Toolkit-Young-People.pdf
https://careers.marriott.com/
https://careers.marriott.com/
https://careers.marriott.com/
https://www.wmg.com/careers
https://www.glos.ac.uk/about-us/
https://www.glos.ac.uk/about-us/
https://www.glos.ac.uk/about-us/
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   What’s On in the Local Area
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Get ready for an exciting afternoon of football as Chesterfield FC Women take on SJR
Workshop FC Women. A match that not only promises two talented teams, but also
celebrates the growth of Women’s game in what will be a local showdown at
Chesterfield FC Football Club, SMH Stadium, Chesterfield.
This is more than just a match — Womens football is experiencing unprecedented
momentum, increased media coverage and rising grass roots participation. The
Womens game continues to inspire the next generation of players and fans alike. This
fixture is part of that journey showcasing the dedication, talent and determination of
driving the game forward at every level. 
Chesterfield FC Women are currently top of the table in the East Midland Premier
league, and this fixture could potentially seal the title. 

Bring your family, bring your friends,
and bring your voice! Let’s fill the
stands and show our support for
Womens Football. Whether you’re a
lifelong football fan or just looking
for a day out, this match promises to
be an exciting day.
Use the link below to purchase
tickets or join us in hospitality:
https://www.eticketing.co.uk/chester
fieldfc/Events?
preFilter=16&preFilterName=Chester
field%20FC%20Women
 
Come and be part of something
special and support the continued
development of women’s football in
the community!
Let’s pack the stadium and make it a
day to remember. We look forward
to seeing you there!
📍 Venue: SMH Stadium,
Chesterfield S41 8NZ
⚽ Fixture: Chesterfield FC Women v
SJR Workshop FC Women
📅 Date: 12th April 2026
🕒 Kick-Off: 2pm

On Behalf of Chesterfield FC



   What’s On in the Local Area
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The Household Support Fund will run until 31 March 2026. 

With the Easter holidays approaching, we wanted to make local
schools aware that Fusion Scape will continue delivering our LightZone
HAF holiday programmes this April to support children and families
during the break.

This year, we are pleased to be expanding our provision to an
additional venue, allowing us to support more young people across
Derby.

Our Easter programmes will take place at:

Pear Tree Baptist Church, 154 Pear Tree Road Derby DE23 6QD
📅 1st–2nd April
⏰ 10:00am – 2:00pm

Osmaston Park Community Centre, Moor Lane Derby DE24 9HY
📅 8th–10th April
⏰ 10:00am – 2:00pm

These sessions provide free activities and meals for children who
receive benefits-related free school meals. Low-cost spaces are also
available for families who are not eligible but would still like their
children to attend.

Activities include sports, creative arts, games, music education and
opportunities for children to socialise and build confidence in a safe
and supportive environment.

On Behalf of Fusion Scape
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  Safeguarding

Our latest Safeguarding Parent Newsletter is available here::

JPSA Parent/Carer Safeguarding Newsletter

https://johnportspencer.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Parent-Safeguarding-Newsletter-Dec-2025.pdf


  Who to Contact

Year 7:
Mr Collier - NCollier@johnportspencer.org.uk

Year 8:
Miss Perry - HPerry@johnportspencer.org.uk
Mr Gaynor - CGaynor@johnportspencer.org.uk

Year 9:
Mr Bray - LBray@johnportspencer.org.uk
Mrs Dare - TDare@johnportspencer.org.uk

Year 10:
Miss Woodward - DWoodward@johnportspencer.org.uk
Ms Askin - LAskin@johnportspencer.org.uk

Year 11:
Mrs Orr - LOrr@johnportspencer.org.uk
Mrs Humphrey - SHumphrey@johnportspencer.org.uk

Sixth Form Team:
Mr Barker - GBarker@johnportspencer.org.uk
Mrs Lowndes - RLowndes@johnportspencer.org.uk
Admin & Attendance - Sixthform@johnportspencer.org.uk

Progress Success Act with care, kindness, respect and integrity Joy

General Enquiries - info@johnportspencer.org.uk
To Report an Absence - attendance@johnportspencer.org.uk 
Arbor Enquiries - arbor@johnportspencer.org.uk 
Safeguarding - safeguarding@johnportspencer.org.uk 

Principal:
Miss O’Leary - HT@johnportspencer.org.uk 
Leadership Team - Please see our website 
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SPENCER
ACADEMIES TRUST

John Port Spencer Academy
Main Street

Etwall
Derbyshire
DE65 6LU

01283 291018
info@johnportspencer.org.uk
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	JPSA Newsletter
	SPENCER
	John Port  Spencer Academy
	Friday 13th March 2026
	Dear Parents, Carers and Students,
	As we move further into the spring term, our academy continues to be filled with energy, achievement and community spirit. In this week's edition we are proud to share a mix of updates - from exciting learning opportunities to creative celebrations.
	You’ll find highlights from across the academy, including transition updates for our future Year 7s, inspiring moments from National Science Week and our STEM Day, impressive achievements in Literacy, Food Technology and PE, and lovely examples of our students living out our values and “acting with care, kindness, respect and integrity.”
	Every lesson attended by students supports progress, confidence, and wellbeing, and this week’s stories truly show our students embracing every opportunity.
	We hope you enjoy reading about everything happening across John Port Spencer Academy, and we thank you for your continued support in helping our students thrive.
	A reminder that I am available for one to one meetings every Tuesday afternoon, please email lsmith@johnportspencer.org.uk to book an appointment
	Miss O’Leary Principal
	Joy
	Progress
	Success
	Act with care, kindness, respect and integrity




	Key Dates
	Term Dates: Half Term 4 - 23rd February 2026 - 27th March 2026  Half Term 5 - 13th April 2026 - 22nd May 2026  Half Term 6 - 1st June 2026 - 23rd July 2026  INSET Days:  26th June 2026
	March/April:
	Save the Date:

	JPSA Transition
	Primary School Visits
	This week our Senior Leadership Team and Pastoral Team for our new Year 7s, have been arranging visits to our local primary schools. This is a wonderful opportunity for JPSA to start to get to know our new students who will be joining us in September.
	In small groups, students will be able to get to know our staff and ask any questions they may have about their transition to John Port.
	Staff will be finding out about children’s favourite subjects, what they enjoy outside of school, achievements they are proud of, and what they are looking forward to or are anxious about in relation to starting secondary school.
	Staff will also work closely with primary school teachers to ensure a smooth transition for all students.
	We look forward to meeting you all in the next few months!


	Key Transition Dates
	Student Leadership
	Easter Egg Charity Collection
	Our Post 16 students are collecting Easter eggs in support of their link charity, YMCA. We have a target of 100 eggs to collect, but we’re eager to ‘eggceed’ this! If anybody would like to donate an Easter egg to support our collection, please bring them to main reception or students can bring them to Mr Barker’s office in the centre of the Post 16 block. Below is a promotional video from the YMCA, showcasing their tremendous work and the Easter egg collection initiative.



	YMCA Video
	Joy
	Food Tech Spotlight
	Our KS3 students have continued to work hard and produced some lovely dishes over the past few weeks. Year 9 have made Palmiers which concentrated on intricate shaping of pastry, and Year 8 have designed and made some beautiful Spring Cheesecakes with the focus of our learning being on Seasonal Foods!
	Our Year 10 Food students have also been busy! Before half term, they made Chicken Ballotine with a side dish of Ratatouille. Students continued to embed their skills, demonstrating refined knife skills, working with high-risk foods, and developing their shaping techniques. Last week, our students learnt a new skill of making pasta and made Meatballs with a reduction sauce.
	Thank you for your continued support in allowing our students to have a fabulous learning experience in Food Technology!

	Joy

	World Pi Day
	Today we celebrated World Pi Day with a selection of Pi‑themed starters and members of the Mathematics Department wearing inspiring themed T‑shirts. Several staff even baked Pi‑inspired treats to mark the occasion. Our students especially enjoyed taking part in the dingbat‑guessing challenge throughout the day. Below are a few for you to try yourself.

	Joy
	Senior National Reading Challenge

	Joy
	Senior National Reading Challenge

	Progress
	Science Spotlight: Year 13 Chemistry
	Our Year 13 Chemists have been busy in the lab this week, putting their theory into practice by investigating the reactions of aqueous metal ions. This is a vibrant (and often messy!) part of the A-Level course where students learn to identify different metals based on how they react in solution. The students have been working through a series of investigations using sodium hydroxide and ammonia to produce a rainbow of precipitates—from the deep blues of copper to the rusty oranges of iron.  They’ve also been exploring ligand substitution, observing how adding concentrated hydrochloric acid can completely transform a chemical's structure and colour. These practical skills are essential as they prepare for their final practical endorsements.


	Progress
	SPARX LEADERBOARDS
	Well done to our current leaders!


	Progress
	National Science Week
	To celebrate National Science Week, Year 7 students took part in an exciting hands-on activity where they designed and built their own wind turbines. During the project, students explored how wind energy can be used to generate electricity and learned about the importance of renewable energy in protecting our planet. The activity was a fun and engaging way for students to apply their science knowledge, develop teamwork skills, and discover how innovative engineering can help create sustainable energy solutions for the future.


	Success
	KS3 English Spotlight:       World Book Day Creative Writing Winners
	Last week, in celebration of World Book Day, students in KS3 English lessons had the opportunity to write stories about characters from novels living in a new world!
	We had over 120 entries and it was very difficult to choose just one winner for each year group. Well done to everyone who entered.
	Congratulations to: Sebastian H 7E Edward W 8P Timothy W 9N


	Success
	STEM Day
	The students were praised for their exceptional behaviour and creativity.
	Thank you Miss Woolley for organizing this event!


	Success
	PE Spotlight: Year 7 and 8 Orienteering

	Act
	with care, kindness, respect and integrity
	A Huge Thank You to the JPSA PTA!
	We would like to say a massive thank you to our PTA for their incredibly generous funding of a brand-new set of lab coats. Our Year 13s are now fully kitted out and looking like professional scientists. These coats don't just keep their uniforms safe from splashes; they help our students feel the part as they tackle advanced university-level experiments. We are so grateful for your support in keeping our budding scientists safe and stylish!


	Act
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	⚽ Year 8 Football Team Charity Challenge 💙
	Our JPSA Year 8 football team will be taking on the Derby 5K Inflatable Obstacle Course to raise money for Betel UK.
	The team wanted to support their teammate Daniel, who sadly lost his mum, Karen, earlier this year. Karen was a Centre Director and Pastoral Leader for Betel UK, supporting people across the Derby and Manchester communities.
	Betel UK helps people overcome addiction, homelessness and other serious life challenges by providing long-term residential support, mentoring and opportunities to rebuild their lives. The boys are hoping to raise as much money as possible for this wonderful cause, while showing their support for Daniel and honouring Karen’s legacy.
	If you would like to support the team, please consider donating via the GoFundMe page via the QR Code below.
	Thank you for your support 💙


	The John Port Experience
	Extra Curricular Clubs for this half term are available here:
	https://johnportspencer.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/JPSA-EXTRA-CURRICULAR-BOOKLET-TERM-4-25.26.pdf


	Attendance Matters
	At John Port Spencer Academy, our whole-school attendance target is 96%.
	Our current year to date attendance is 92.9%.
	While this shows many positive efforts from students and families, it also highlights that we still have work to do together to ensure every student is accessing their learning as regularly as possible. Every lesson attended supports progress, confidence, and wellbeing, and even small improvements can make a big difference over time.

	Attendance Heros! 🎉
	Each week, we will be sharing an Attendance Leaderboard to celebrate our attendance heroes across the academy. This will recognise the registration form with the best attendance in each year group.
	Weekly Tip for Families: Check the school Calendar  Staying aware of important school dates helps families support their child and avoid last-minute stress. Secondary school can be busy with tests, homework deadlines, trips, and events happening throughout the term.


	Attendance Matters
	Seasonal Reminder: Lighter Evenings ahead  As Spring approaches and evenings become lighter, it can be tempting for students to stay up later. While the extra daylight can be uplifting, it can also disrupt sleep routines, making it harder for students to wake up on time for school. Maintaining consistent bedtimes and morning routines is key. Encouraging your child to go to bed at the usual time, even as evenings feel longer, helps ensure they get enough rest. A calm, predictable morning routine, waking up at the same time, having breakfast, and checking their school bag can make a big difference in starting the day positively.
	Support Is Always Available We recognise that some students may find attending school challenging at times. This can happen for a variety of reasons, including anxiety, worries about learning, friendships, or additional needs. Our priority is to work closely with families to understand these challenges and provide the right support so that every student feels safe, confident, and able to attend school. For some students with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), attending school can feel particularly overwhelming. To help families understand the support available, The SEND Team is holding an information evening on the 23rd March. This event will give parents, carers, and students the opportunity to meet members of the SEND team and learn more about the strategies we use to support students.
	Gentle reminder on absence reporting Student absence can be reported to attendance@johnportpsencer.org.uk or alternatively you can call 01283 291018. If your child becomes ill or injured when they are already in school, they are to attend first aid where a member of staff will contact home. Please remind your children not to arrange collection themselves.

	The John Port Community
	JPSA PTA Updates
	💰 Finance
	Final accounts to July 2025 have been audited and signed off. Charity Commission return will be completed soon.
	Two fundraising events were held in February: Shrek the Musical and the Tanzania Quiz. Profits will be shared with the Drama department and Tanzania trip shortly. In the meantime, thanks to everyone who supported or volunteered at these events.

	📚 Funding Approved
	We approved £4,500 for upgrades to the school library with new books, puzzles, beanbags and more to create a welcoming community space for students.

	🌸 Spring Plant Sale – Saturday 9th May 2026
	It's all go for the Spring Plant Sale. There’s lots to do, but key logistics are in place or in progress. Look out for order forms coming soon!

	📅 Next Meeting
	Wednesday 22th April, 7pm – Seven Wells.



	Volunteers Needed!!
	Volunteers are needed for this year’s  Spring Bedding Plant Sale For more information contact: JPSAPTA@gmail.com
	4 Tips to Future-Proof Your Career!
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	What’s On in the Local Area
	On Behalf of Chesterfield FC
	Get ready for an exciting afternoon of football as Chesterfield FC Women take on SJR Workshop FC Women. A match that not only promises two talented teams, but also celebrates the growth of Women’s game in what will be a local showdown at Chesterfield FC Football Club, SMH Stadium, Chesterfield. This is more than just a match — Womens football is experiencing unprecedented momentum, increased media coverage and rising grass roots participation. The Womens game continues to inspire the next generation of players and fans alike. This fixture is part of that journey showcasing the dedication, talent and determination of driving the game forward at every level.  Chesterfield FC Women are currently top of the table in the East Midland Premier league, and this fixture could potentially seal the title.
	Bring your family, bring your friends, and bring your voice! Let’s fill the stands and show our support for Womens Football. Whether you’re a lifelong football fan or just looking for a day out, this match promises to be an exciting day. Use the link below to purchase tickets or join us in hospitality: https://www.eticketing.co.uk/chesterfieldfc/Events?preFilter=16&preFilterName=Chesterfield%20FC%20Women
	Come and be part of something special and support the continued development of women’s football in the community! Let’s pack the stadium and make it a day to remember. We look forward to seeing you there! 📍 Venue: SMH Stadium, Chesterfield S41 8NZ ⚽ Fixture: Chesterfield FC Women v SJR Workshop FC Women 📅 Date: 12th April 2026 🕒 Kick-Off: 2pm


	What’s On in the Local Area
	On Behalf of Fusion Scape
	The Household Support Fund will run until 31 March 2026.
	With the Easter holidays approaching, we wanted to make local schools aware that Fusion Scape will continue delivering our LightZone HAF holiday programmes this April to support children and families during the break.
	This year, we are pleased to be expanding our provision to an additional venue, allowing us to support more young people across Derby.
	Our Easter programmes will take place at:
	Pear Tree Baptist Church, 154 Pear Tree Road Derby DE23 6QD 📅 1st–2nd April ⏰ 10:00am – 2:00pm
	Osmaston Park Community Centre, Moor Lane Derby DE24 9HY 📅 8th–10th April ⏰ 10:00am – 2:00pm
	These sessions provide free activities and meals for children who receive benefits-related free school meals. Low-cost spaces are also available for families who are not eligible but would still like their children to attend.
	Activities include sports, creative arts, games, music education and opportunities for children to socialise and build confidence in a safe and supportive environment.
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	Safeguarding
	Our latest Safeguarding Parent Newsletter is available here::
	JPSA Parent/Carer Safeguarding Newsletter

	Who to Contact
	General Enquiries - info@johnportspencer.org.uk To Report an Absence - attendance@johnportspencer.org.uk  Arbor Enquiries - arbor@johnportspencer.org.uk  Safeguarding - safeguarding@johnportspencer.org.uk
	Principal: Miss O’Leary - HT@johnportspencer.org.uk  Leadership Team - Please see our website
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