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Dear Parents/Carers and Students

Celebrating Joy, Progress, Success & Acting with Care and Kindness

With Kindest wishes,

Laura O’Leary
Principal

As we move into October, I would like to take a moment to thank our students, staff and
families for the positive start they have made to the new academic year. It has been
wonderful to see our values of Progress, Success, Acting with Care and Kindness, and
Joy shining through in classrooms, on the sports field, in performances and through the
many opportunities students have embraced across the academy.

This week's newsletter celebrates a number of outstanding achievements, including
success in regional swimming competitions, an excellent start to the football season, the
continuation of our long-standing musical partnership with Melle Gymnasium, and the
many enrichment and careers opportunities available to our students. These
experiences are a reminder that education extends far beyond the classroom and helps
young people develop confidence, character and aspirations for the future. 

As we approach the half-term period, students in examination year groups should
continue to make the most of the support available in school, particularly in preparation
for the forthcoming mock examinations and Raising Achievement Evening. Consistent
attendance, good study habits and effective organisation remain key ingredients of
success. 

I would also like to thank our student leadership team for coordinating this year's
Harvest Collection in support of the YMCA. Acts of generosity and service to others are
an important part of our community and demonstrate the care and kindness that sit at
the heart of John Port Spencer Academy. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. Together, we are creating a school
community where every student is encouraged to achieve their very best while feeling
valued, supported and inspired.



      Key Dates
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Autumn Term

Thurs 8  Oct                                GCSE Music Solo Performance Examth

Thurs 8  Oct                                Sixth Form Open Eveningth

Fri 9  Oct                                      6  Form Trip: University & Apprenticeship Fairth th

Thurs 15  Oct                               Year 11 & Year 13 Raising Achievement Evening th

Mon 19  Oct                                 Year 7 & Year 8 Flu Vaccinationsth

Tues 20  Oct                                Year 9 & Year 10 Flu Vaccinationsth

Thurs 22  Oct                              Year 7 Meet the Tutor Evening (Online)nd

Thurs 22  Oct                              Year 11 & Year 13 Alton Towers Scarefest Tripnd

Fri 23  Oct                                    Year 11 Flu Vaccinationsrd

Mon 26  - Fri 30  Oct             Half Termth th

Mon  2  - Fri 13  Nov                 Year 11 & Year 13 Mock Examsnd th

Weds 4  Nov                               Ski Trip Information Evening    th

Fri 6  - Sun 8  Nov                     Ingestre Hall Residential Arts Tripth th

Thurs 12  Nov                               Parent Forumth

Thurs 19  Nov                               Maths Inspiration Trip, KS4 & KS5th

Thurs 26  Nov                              Year 13 Parent Consultation Evening (Online)     th

Fri 27  Nov                                 INSET DAYth

Tues 8  & Weds 9  Dec             GCSE Art Mock Examsth th

Thurs 10  & Fri 11  Dec               GCSE Textiles & Photography Mock Examsth th

Thurs 10  Dec                               Year 11 Parent Consultation Evening (Online)th

Thurs 10th & Fri 11  Dec              Year 9 World of Work Dayth

Tues 15  Dec                                 Year 10 ‘A Christmas Carol’ Theatre Performanceth

Weds 16  Dec                               Christmas Concertth

Thurs 17  Dec                               Christmas Dinner Day th

Thurs 17  Dec                               Year 13 Presentation Evening (2026 Leavers)th

Fri 18  Dec                                     Christmas Jumper Dayth

Fri 18  Dec                                 End of Term - 12.30pm finish for students th
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https://www.ticketsource.com/jpsaboxoffice

Newsletter Feedback
We welcome feedback on our Newsletter, please
complete the form below or scan the QR code:
School Newsletter Evaluation Survey

https://www.ticketsource.com/jpsaboxoffice
https://forms.office.com/e/0V5Sw4Ne4v


       Joy
Huge congratulations to this week's Golden Ticket Draw Winners:

Japman J (Year 8), 
Emily T (Year 9), 
Isaac C (Year 9), 
Raheem M (Year 10), 
Maddie H (Year 7), 
Lewis E (Year 10), 
Jayden S (Year 11), 
Roary B (Year 7), 
Erin T (Year 11) 
and Maisie B (Year 8).

Well done to each of these students for demonstrating our school
values and making a positive contribution to the John Port
community.

This week, an incredible 8,864 positive points were awarded across
the whole school. 

These points and achievements recognise students who
consistently demonstrate our core values of Joy, Progress, Success
and Act through their attitude, effort, achievement and contribution
to school life.

Progress Success Act with care, kindness, respect and integrity Joy



       Joy
Progress Success Act with care, kindness, respect and integrity Joy





      Progress
Progress Success Act with care, kindness, respect and integrity Joy



      Progress
Progress Success Act with care, kindness, respect and integrity Joy



      Progress
Progress Success Act with care, kindness, respect and integrity Joy



      Progress
Progress Success Act with care, kindness, respect and integrity Joy





      Success
Progress Success Act with care, kindness, respect and integrity Joy





       Act
Progress Success Act with care, kindness, respect and integrity Joy

Harvest Collection
The student leadership team are organising a
whole school collection for Harvest for the YMCA.
Donations can be either an item from the YMCA
wish list or a pound donation. 
They can be donated at either A hall or the Sixth
Form block by Monday 19th October 2026.



  The Student Leadership Team
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Everyone at John Port Spencer Academy is motivated to the best of their abilities and our
leadership team strive for success in all students. At our school, students will be challenged
to get the best grades they can, with all the help and support provided by our staff. The
student leadership team are here to make sure every child is represented and cared for to
ensure they enjoy their whole journey at john port, by offering many opportunities for our
students to thrive. We as the role models of all students in our school are here to listen to
any problems the students may have as we understand how the process of moving through
the school years may be challenging. If anyone has any concerns we are all easily
approachable people and have purposely put ourselves forward to be the safe space all
students may need. In our leadership team we have teams of people that are specialised in
their area :head students, deputy heads, mental health leads, diversity leads, mentoring
leads, sports lead, charity leads, student council leads, and environment leads. We hope this
variety of groups reassures you that any problem any student may have, we will try our best
to resolve it. 

By Mental Health Lead - Olivia Bernardini

Head Students - Aiden Roome, Imogen Kemp
Deputy Head Students - Olivia Eaton, Gia Basi
Mental Health Leads - Olivia Bernardini, Evie Muter, Charlotte Stringer
Mentoring Leads - Emily Wallace, Harmony Baker, Betty Garner
Charity Leads - Max Salt, Grace Simpson, Will Hall
Student Council - Keira Price, Evelyn Shaw, Grace Young
Sports Lead - Evie Nicholson
Environment Lead - Avani Chatha
Diversity Leads - Esha Johal, Ella Morgan



               The John Port Experience
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Melle Exchange 2026
Last week, John Port Spencer Academy welcomed 41 students and two teachers from Melle
Gymnasium, Germany, for the 48th annual exchange between the two schools. The wind band
exchange began in 1976, when Derby became twinned with Osnabrück, and five decades later
it continues to provide fantastic musical and cultural experiences for young people from both
countries.

The Melle Gymnasium Bläsergruppe (wind band) arrived on Tuesday afternoon and were
greeted with a special performance from the JPSA Wind Band.

On Wednesday morning, the German students experienced life as a John Port student,
attending lessons alongside their English partners. Later in the day, they travelled to
Kedleston Hall, where they entertained visitors with a lively programme of popular classics
and dance-floor favourites in the stunning gardens. Although a brief rain shower threatened
to interrupt proceedings, the sunshine soon returned and a large audience gathered, with
many visitors staying to enjoy the performance from start to finish. In the evening, the band
swapped the outdoor setting for the beautiful surroundings of St Helen's Church, where they
performed a more relaxed and reflective concert to a packed audience.



      The John Port Experience
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Thursday brought another exciting day of activities. In the morning, students from both
schools enjoyed a trip to Derby for a friendly bowling competition. In the afternoon, attention
turned to one of the most anticipated traditions of the exchange: the annual football match
between the two bands! Despite enjoying long spells of possession, the English side struggled
to convert chances, while the German team proved clinical on the counter-attack. After an
entertaining contest played in excellent spirit, Germany emerged victorious with a 6-2 win.
The day concluded with the ever-popular exchange disco, where students from both
countries celebrated together with music and dancing.

On Friday morning, the Melle Gymnasium
students returned to school for a final
rehearsal ahead of the showcase concert
that evening. The Bläsergruppe took the
audience on a musical journey around
the world, visiting the USA with music
from Jennifer Lopez, Scotland with
themes from Braveheart, and the
Caribbean with, of course, music from
Pirates of the Caribbean. The second half
of the concert saw both bands combine
to form one large international ensemble.
Together, they performed a selection of
traditional favourites, including
Fascinating Drums, Instant Concert and
Hootenanny, bringing the week to a
thrilling conclusion.

On Saturday morning, it was time for
some emotional farewells as John Port
students waved goodbye to their
German partners and new friends. The
exchange once again proved to be a
wonderful celebration of music and
friendship.
We now look forward to visiting Melle for
the 49th exchange in 2027, before
welcoming our German friends back to
Etwall for the landmark 50th exchange
in 2028.



      The John Port Experience

On Friday, John Port took part in the East
Midlands School Swimming Association Regional
qualifier rounds at Nottingham High school.

We were up against tough competition as a lot of
the teams train together on a regular basis.

However, this didn't seem to faze John Port in the
slightest as they swam their very best to support
their school.
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Swimming Competition

The Junior girls team made up of Georgina, Rachel, Anaise and Annie came 5th
in both the Freestyle and Medley relays.

The Intermediate girls team made up of Charlotte, Megan, Keira and Thea
came 6th in the Freestyle relay and 4th the Medley relay.

The Intermediate boys team made up of Thomas, Jiaxiang, Tyler and Will came
1st in the freestyle relay and 2nd in the Medley relay.

The Senior boys team made up of Harry, Thomas, Harry and Reuben came 3rd
in the Freestyle relay and 2nd in the Medley relay.

These are amazing results, well done to all our swimmers that took part.

Fingers crossed we have done enough for the National finals, which will be
held at Sandwell Aquatics centre on the 21st of November.



      The John Port Experience
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The Year 9 football team have made an excellent start to the season. 

In their first league fixture, they produced a dominant performance,
winning 10–0 against Murray Park. This success continued this week
with a further convincing 4-1 win against Ecclesbourne.

The Year 9s also began their English Schools campaign against
Nottingham Academy. Producing another dominant and technically
impressive performance, they blew the opposition away with a 9–0
victory.

A fantastic start to the season: 23 goals scored and just 1 goal
conceded! Well done, Year 9! 👏⚽

Year 9 Football Team Make an 
Excellent Start to the Season



LABOUR MARKET
INFORMATION FACT

Careers
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This newsletter is a collation of all the opportunities we have heard about
from employers and universities. Please use the links included to read more
information and apply to anything you are interested in. Links are underlined.

JOB OF THE WEEK

If you have any questions or need support, please email 
RLowndes@johnportspencer.org.uk

LABOUR MARKET
INFORMATION FACT

The European Day of Languages is celebrated annually on September
26, with the official 2026 theme focused on "Languages unite! How
languages shape inclusion”.

Through the celebration day, approximately 700 million citizens
across the Council of Europe’s 46 member states are encouraged to
discover and learn languages at any age, whether within formal
education or alongside it. This reflects the shared conviction of the
Council of Europe and the European Commission that linguistic
diversity is a powerful means of fostering intercultural understanding
and a fundamental component of Europe’s rich cultural heritage.

Give your vocabulary a quick workout with the “Name It” Game!
Choose a category, select the language you want to explore, and see if
you can recall the word before the timer runs out. After a few
seconds, the correct expression appears. This is a simple way to
refresh and expand your everyday vocabulary. There is no pressure,
just click the image to pause the timer whenever you like.

This webpage from the University of Cambridge focuses on Careers
using Languages. They have a range of resources including job boards
for bilingual people, information on job roles requiring lanugages and
advice on what to do next if you’re interested in learning more.

Janina studied modern languages at Cambridge and now works in
International Development, but was this by chance or choice? Watch
this video to find out more about her journey.

Review these websites to see a list of job roles that require a second
language, you can read more about how much you could earn, what
houses you can expect to work and how you could access the
industry.

Career Pilot | Prospects

This subject spotlight from UCL explains more about the benefits of
studying Romanian and gives you an insight into what studying a
language at university could be like.

When you choose languages, you’re opening a world of opportunities
for career growth because knowing multiple languages makes you a
valuable asset in our interconnected global landscape. Read this
UCAS Subject Guide to understand more about studying languages.

A dialect coach is a
technical advisor who
helps actors learn and
safely perform specific
accents, regional
speech patterns, or
unique vocal styles for
film, television, theatre,
and voiceover projects.

They research dialects
and voices then use
phonetics and the
International Phonetic
Alphabet (IPA) to teach
exact vowel shifts,
consonant changes,
and rhythm.

Listen to this newsletter

In some countries, the
salary gap between
bilingual and
monolingual workers is
wide enough to match a
full promotion worth
up to £25,913 more in
earnings each year.

Japanese, Portuguese,
and Italian are among
the top languages
linked to higher earning
potential for bilingual
careers.

Source

mailto:RLowndes@johnportspencer.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ilmWcmeJm3A
https://edl.ecml.at/en/
https://edl.ecml.at/en/Fun/Name-it
https://edl.ecml.at/en/Fun/Name-it
https://www.careers.cam.ac.uk/sectors-careers-using-languages
https://www.careers.cam.ac.uk/sectors-careers-using-languages
https://www.careers.cam.ac.uk/sectors-careers-using-languages
https://www.careers.cam.ac.uk/sectors-careers-using-languages
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/subject/languages
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/modern-languages/
https://www.springpod.com/subject-spotlights/university-college-london/romanian/SS-00170
https://www.ucas.com/explore/subjects/languages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dialect_coach
https://canva.link/anawzmdlndnmx23
https://preply.com/en/blog/bilingual-salary-boost/
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Careers

EMPLOYER 
SPOTLIGHT

UNI SPOTLIGHT

If you have any questions or need support, please email 
RLowndes@johnportspencer.org.uk

In this Photo Tips session, we’ll be joined by award-winning British
Pakistani photographer Shahfaq Shahbaz. Shahfaq, is a freelance
portrait, fashion, and commercial photographer and she will share
the practical realities of building a career in fashion and commercial
photography.

The Solstice Nature Prize is a national, annual writing competition
for young writers, which invites young people to take a closer look at
the natural world, explore their relationship with it, or examine the
challenges it faces, and write short stories, poems, and thought-
provoking blogs in response.

How can a passion for science lead to a career in one of the world's
biggest technology companies? Join Zahaan Bharmal, Senior
Director at Google, for an inspiring talk about his unique career
journey. From studying Physics at Oxford and earning a Fulbright
Scholarship to Stanford, to advising governments, writing about
science, and a senior leader with Google based in London, Zahaan's
career proves there is no single path to success. 

Thinking about a career in law? Join Isabelle Meyer, General Counsel
and Director of Estate Operations, for an honest and engaging look
at what it really means to be a lawyer. Discover what lawyers
actually do, the skills you need to succeed, and the different routes
you can take into the legal profession. Isabelle will share insights
from her career, offer practical advice for aspiring lawyers, and
explore the qualities that can help you build a career in law.

Ever wondered where maths could take you? Join Jeannette Lichner,
Non-Executive Director at the Information Commissioner’s Office
and Financial Conduct Authority, as she shares her unexpected
career journey from accounting to leadership. Discover what a
career in accounting is really like, how accountants use maths,
numbers and problem-solving every day, and the different skills you
can develop through the profession. Jeannette will explore how her
accounting background opened doors to new opportunities and
eventually led her into senior roles across business, finance and
regulation.

Amazon is a global
company best known
for online shopping, but
its teams also work in
technology,
engineering, logistics,
operations and
business. UK early
career routes can
include apprenticeships,
internships and
graduate opportunities. 

Depending on the
programme, young
people could develop
skills in areas such as
software, data,
engineering, project
management,
operations or digital
technology while
gaining valuable
experience with a major
international employer.

Imperial College
London is a specialist
university focused on
science, engineering,
medicine and business.
Based in London, it
could particularly
appeal to students who
enjoy STEM subjects
and want to study
alongside others with
similar interests.
Students have
opportunities to
participate in research,
entrepreneurship and
industry projects, they
have links with
technology companies
and organisations
across a huge range of
sectors.

mailto:RLowndes@johnportspencer.org.uk
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/thephotographyfoundation/2366710
https://writingeastmidlands.co.uk/young-writers-groups/solstice-writing-prize/
https://www.futuresforall.org/upcoming-broadcasts/my-career-in-science-and-tech%3A-how-i-ended-up-working-at-google
https://www.futuresforall.org/upcoming-broadcasts/my-career-in-science-and-tech%3A-how-i-ended-up-working-at-google
https://www.futuresforall.org/upcoming-broadcasts/i-want-to-be-a-lawyer-what-does-it-mean-and-what-does-it-take.
https://www.futuresforall.org/upcoming-broadcasts/i-want-to-be-a-lawyer-what-does-it-mean-and-what-does-it-take.
https://www.futuresforall.org/upcoming-broadcasts/from-accounting-to-anywhere-an-unexpected-career-journey
https://www.futuresforall.org/upcoming-broadcasts/from-accounting-to-anywhere-an-unexpected-career-journey
https://www.futuresforall.org/upcoming-broadcasts/from-accounting-to-anywhere-an-unexpected-career-journey
https://www.futuresforall.org/upcoming-broadcasts/from-accounting-to-anywhere-an-unexpected-career-journey
https://www.amazon.jobs/content/en/teams/amazon-web-services/early-career
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/study/courses/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/study/courses/


      The John Port Community
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  Safeguarding
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Safeguarding information is available on our website here::

https://johnportspencer.org.uk/safeguarding/

https://johnportspencer.org.uk/safeguarding/


Online Safety
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  Who to Contact

Year 7:
Mrs Orr - LOrr@johnportspencer.org.uk
Mrs Humphrey - SHumphrey@johnportspencer.org.uk

Year 8:
Mr Collier - NCollier@johnportspencer.org.uk
Miss Spray - TSpray@johnportspencer.org.uk

Year 9:
Miss Perry - HPerry@johnportspencer.org.uk
Mr Gaynor - CGaynor@johnportspencer.org.uk

Year 10:
Mr Bray - LBray@johnportspencer.org.uk
Mrs Dare - TDare@johnportspencer.org.uk

Year 11:
Miss Woodward - DWoodward@johnportspencer.org.uk
Ms Askin - LAskin@johnportspencer.org.uk

Sixth Form:
Mr Barker - GBarker@johnportspencer.org.uk
Mrs Lowndes - RLowndes@johnportspencer.org.uk
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General Enquiries - info@johnportspencer.org.uk
Sixth Form Enquiries/Attendance - Sixthform@johnportspencer.org.uk
Reporting Absences - Attendance@johnportspencer.org.uk 
Arbor Enquiries - arbor@johnportspencer.org.uk 
Safeguarding - safeguarding@johnportspencer.org.uk 

Principal:
Miss O’Leary - HT@johnportspencer.org.uk 
Leadership Team - Please see our website 



What’s On in the Local Area
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Raring2go What's On Autumn Guide

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmagazines.raring2go.co.uk%2fburtonandashby%2fautumn2026%2f&c=E,1,bXAXCwye2qsxxaSYXjQUN39F8w_7j1ks6Da2uywua7f3WvxpKqpQdiLAoVJfhzsk0vixWqh_-7bByhHnJRs5wb2Yj3aWdDmIvysZYghD5Jo,&typo=1
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John Port Spencer Academy
Main Street
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Derbyshire
DE65 6LU

01283 291018
info@johnportspencer.org.uk
www.johnportspencer.org.uk
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